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ASSURAnCE
by
Dr. Lehman Strauss

and the Work .of Christ

Al I saved persons are agreed that our Lord's
atoning death on the Cross and His bodily
resurrection from death and the grave are
essential to salvation. These truths are
included in the biblical definition of the
Gospel (I Corinthians 15: 1-4), and they must
be believed by all who would be saved
(Romans 1O: 9; I Thessalonians 4: 14). Now
since it is true that this is the ground upon
which God saves the believing sinner, and
since it is also true that Christ did die and rise
again "according to the Scriptures," then I as
a believer can claim, with full assurance,
eternal salvation. This is not presumption on
the Christian's part, but rather it is faith in the
finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
One of our Lord's last statements from the
Cross was, "It is finished" (John 19: 30), referring, of course, to His work of providing
salvation for lost sinners. The tense of the
verb teaches that His work of redemption was
completed in the past, that it stands finished
unto the present, and as a final result, it is
forever done. The priests in the Old Testament
times came every year to bring their blood
sacrifices for sin, and they always stood when
ministering. But our Great High Priest finished
His work when He did it "once" (Hebrews
9:7-12, 26-28; 10:10), and then He "sat down"
(Hebrews 1 :3). This I believe, and upon this
my hope for eternity rests.
Our Lord Jesus .Christ is the Lamb of God
(John 1 :29 cf. Isaiah 53:7), because He was
sacrificed for us as was the lamb in the
Jewish ritual. The Epistle to the Hebrews
points out how Christ "appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself (9:26), and that
"after He had offered one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down on the right hand of God"
(1 O: 12). Simple faith in His sacrificial work
assures me that I am saved .
"He was delivered for our offences"
(Romans 4: 25). "Christ died for the ungodly"
(Romans 5: 6). "Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us . . . " (Galatians 3:13). "Who His own self

bare our sins in His own body on the tree . . . "
(I Peter 2: 24). "Surely He hath borne our
griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him;
and with His stripes we are healed" (Isaiah
53:4, 5).
The entire plan of salvation was conceived
by God before ever He created man. You see,
God is sovereign in His world. If you are a
Christian, you believe this already. Certainly
you must realize also that God is the Author
of salvation, and in this too He is sovereign.
The words "ye are saved" in Ephesians 2: 8 are ·
in the perfect tense. This means that, when
we believed, as a result of the past-completed
work of Christ on the Cross, we are presently
saved, and the present salvation will always be
our possession.
"The full assurance of understanding"
(Colossians 2:2) leads to the "full assurance
of faith" (Hebrews 10:22), and this in turn
gives to the saved person "the full assurance
of hope" (Hebrews 6: 11 ). Faith and hope are
inseparably linked together. As we study the
Bible and walk with God, we grow in
assurance. I am more sure of my salvation
now than at any time during my forty.:five
years as a Christian. I have the full assurance
of hope because Christ is my hope
(Colossians 1: 27; Titus 2: 13). Not to have
assurance is to miss the best that God has for
us. To lack assurance reveals a defect in our
understanding and a weakness in our faith. It
is not presumptuous for a believer to be sure
of salvation, but it is most presumptuous, in
view of the Word of God and the work of
Christ, if he says he is not sure.
To every saved person today God says,
"There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8: 1).
God wants us to enjoy salvation; however, we
cannot enjoy it if we are not sure that we have
it. kt...
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oak tree b~<ttte $ide of the road,

straight as an Ottk tree should.

Stands tau .and
.

.

.

. The ·leaves sO&autilul, firstgreeniJhen goldJ.
· The branches so strong with strength untold.
That oak has stood for many long years, ·
A land mark for me frorn my carefree years. ••·
.

.

.

.

·-

.

.

.·

VVe passed beneath its branches on our

·.

way to school,

And played beneath by the clear water pool.

.. . · Overthe y8<lrs
··

as the oak tree grew, .
lt ·•spread its branches so wide and true .

.· When you

look at that tree, so tau and grand,

.·Yoi.1 know n was

planted by God's dear harid .

. 'Tis a landmark I'll remember from days of yore,
And hope it will stand until lime is no more.

.. by Carrie f. Bartlet(.
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Is Satan For Real?
by
Mark J. Highman

In this Halloween season I thought it would
be good to take one of the popular figures Satan - and see just who he is.
God tells us about a being called Lucifer in
His Word, not a man in a red suit with horns,
but very beautiful, very wise, and very
powerful. This being, Lucifer, is Satan before
his sinful fall, which we read about in Ezekiel
28:12-15. God created 1his being, who was
perfect and sinless at that time.
Lucifer's fall started from within. He saw
that he was beautiful and powerful and
probably very popular in heaven, so he
decided he should take God's place. Let's read
together the account of Satan's fall as
recorded in Isaiah 14:12-15.
"How are thou fallen from heaven, 0
Lucifer, Son of the morning! How art thou cut
down to the ground, who didst weaken the
nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God; I will sit also upon
the mount of the congregation, in the sides of
the north, I will ascend above the heights of
the clouds, I will be like the Most High."
"Yet thou shalt be brought down to Hell, to
the sides of the pit."
Since God cannot allow sin in heaven, He
had to kick Lucifer out of heaven - as well as
any and all angels that decided to follow
Satan in his evil plans. These angels we call
demons today, (Revelation 12: 3-4).
We read of Satan's first visit to man in
Genesis 3:1-6. Actually Satan tried and
succeeded to make man fal I the same way he
had, by trying to be God. Satan told Eve, "For
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof,
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall
be as God, knowing good and evil."
We are told that Satan still roams the earth
today, trying to keep sinful man from finding
out the truth about salvation. If he's going to
hell, he's going to take as many with him as
possible and do it in any way possible. I Peter
5: 8 warns us of the deceiver, "Be sober, be
vigilant, because your adversary, the devil, like

a roaring lion walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour."
God also tells us that Satan is the Prince of
this world . In Ephesians 2:1-3 we read about
how we are saved from the "prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in
the sons of disobedience."
Satan is quite real, my friend, but I say this
not to scare you. You see, God gives us
protection from our enemy if we are truly
saved. In Ephesians 6:12-13 we read about our
adversary and our protection. "For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against rulers
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. Wherefore, take
unto you the WHOLE armor of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day . . . "
God goes on in the following verses to
describe that spiritual armor we must wear.
You should read this and be sure all your
armor is in place.
The future of Satan? Simple. "And the devil
that dee:eived all the lost was cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone . . . and shall be
tormented day and night, forever and ever."
And thus the end of sin, forever!
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Daily Walk
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Th rough God's Word
Interview by Ma
"Thy words were found, and I did eat them;
and thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of mine heart; for I am called by Thy
name, 0 Lord God of hosts." Jeremiah 15 : 16
October
1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Morning
Isaiah
63, 64
65, 66
Jeremiah
1, 2
3, 4
5, 6
7, 8

9, -lO

11, 12
13, 14
15, 16
17, 18
19, 20
21, 22
23, 24
25, 26
27, 28
29, 30
31, 32
33, 34
35, 36
37, 38
39, 40
41, 42
43, 44
45, 46
47, 48
49, 50
51, 52
Lamentations
1, 2
3, 4, 5
Ezekiel
1, 2

Evening
Psalms
19, 20
21

22
23, 24
25, 26
27, 28
··29, 30- 31
32, 33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42, 43
44
45
46, 47
48
49
50
51, 52
53, 54
55
56, 57
58, 59
60, 61

Living is a challenge. And serving the Lord
makes meeting this challenge the greatest
thing in the world! There are many Senior
Citizens involved in carrying on the ministry of
the word - they just don't believe that they
should retire spiritually. I agree!
Nannie Brown is just such a person. Nannie
lives at Clermont Nursing and Convalescent
Home two miles east of Milford, Ohio. "It's
such a wonderful place," she's been heard to
say many times!
Nannie was saved aroTina -17 years old. She
couldn't remember the exact age, but the
experience was "something you never forget!"
A month or so later Nannie was baptized.
Nannie was raised in an old log house in
the hills of Kentucky. It was a mountain farm
on which she worked hard. She was one of ten
children, all part of a Christian home. Nannie
summarized her past by saying, "I had a very
good life! The Lord has really blessed!"
Nannie, whose real name is Nancy, is quite
involved in ministering to the people at
Clermont. Among many things she plants
flowers! The home has given her permission
to plant them outside in the court. There are
flowers everywhere! Nannie's flower garden
contains some 500 flowers! Can you believe
it?
When I asked her what she does with al I the
flowers, she said that she grew them because
they were pleasing for the people to see. Also,
she often times would put a plant in a pot and
give it to one of the patients who needed
cheering up.
In the flower garden you will find tomatoes

62, 63
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J. Highman

by
Carol Hippard

growing, which Nannie gives to the patients
who never receive anything from anyone else.
In fact, she told me that every Christmas she
shares the fruit she receives with many of the
sick and forgotten patients. "I want to make
them feel wanted and happy too," she said.
I also asked Nannie about her personal
spiritual life. She refuses to miss her daily
Bible reading; she reads twice a day!
She also has a prayer ministry; praying for
others who are in worse condition than she.
She prays for all the patients in the home.
Nannie is also a faithful attender of the
church services that are held in the home!
When I asked Nannie, "What would you say
if someone told you you could leave the rest
home now, and go home? She answered: "I
don't want to go home. This is my home. I:
would be lonely at home. I love it here! I am
very happy here!" How many other Christian
rest home members can harmonize with
Nannie claiming the same truth?
Nannie did leave one prayer request for all
of us to remember: she requests that two of
her sons might come to the Lord as their
Saviour! She wants to see this happen before
the Lord takes her home. You might just pray
for that request right now, while you are
thinking about it.
I hope and pray that Nannie Brown's life will
chailenge you to live your life for Jesus Christ,
in the same loving, uncomplaining and serving
spirit. Be like Nannie, and our Lord: don't
retire spiritually, give your all to our Saviour!
May the Lord be with you!

This is my Father's world, and to my
listening ears all nature sings, and
round me rings the music of the spheres.

In 1901 these words were penned by Rev.
Maltbie Babcock as he was out viewing God's
world at one of his parishes in Lockport, New
York.
Babcock was born on August 3, 1858 in
Syracuse, New York to a socially prominent
family. It seemed as if he succeeded in everything that he did. He graduated from Syracuse
University and later from Auburn Theological
Seminary, where he was an outstanding leader
and student. Lockport was his first church
after he was ordained a Presbyterian minister.
Often Rev. Babcock would tell his congregation that he was going out to- see his Father's
world and would run out to a hill about two
miles away and would meditate on the beauty
of nature and talk with the Creator. A little
farther away was a deep ravine from where he
could view the water of Lake Ontario. He
would walk there often and relax and pray.
Because of a soon coming change in
pastorate, Rev. Babcock was soon to put
behind him the long walks and the blessed
quiet time he had on that hill, talking with
God. This was the time he wrote the words to
the hymn, "This is My Father's World."
Verse For The Month:
There hath no temptation taken you but such
as is common to man: but God is faithful,
who will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it. I Corinthians 10: 13
Thought For The Month
God often empties our hands in order to fill
our hearts.

- -- -- -- -- - --
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by Dr. James T. Jeremiah

A LOOK AT
THEBOOK

Hundreds of predictions given by God
through His prophets many years before their
fulfillment have literally come to pass.
Fulfilled prophecy is an irrefutable argument
for the complete future fulfillment of all the
biblical predictions yet awaiting a place in the
divine schedule. The Bible says Jesus will
come to this earth the second time. He will
return precisely as promised in God's Word.
There are several signs or trends in our time
that give us the message-Jesus is coming
again. Let us briefly consider a few of them.
1. False Christs. "And Jesus answered and
said unto them, Take heed that no man
deceive you. For many shall come in my
name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many" (Matt. 24: 4, 5, 11 ). Homer Duncan (The
King is Coming, p. 29) says, "There have been
no less than 1100 religious leaders in different
parts of the world in the last fifty years who
have claimed to be Christ."
2. Celes"tiarSigns-: "Aria "tFfere- shall be-signs·
in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars;
and upon the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring"
(Luke 21: 25). One writer (Duncan, p. 77) stated
that the Palomar Observatory in California
photographed an explosion that took place in
a galaxy of stars. A constellation of stars
observed on February 3, 1962, caused many
people to fear that a world catastrophe was
about to happen.
3. World Government. Rev. 13:7, 8 refers to a
world ruler, " . . . and power was given him
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship
him ... " This false world government will be
destroyed by the King of Kings who" ... shall
break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever" (Dan.
2:44, Rev. 19:15, 16).
4. Attitude of Expectancy. "And when these
things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh" (Luke 21 : 28).
Many frustrated people in our world do not
understand the prophetic message of the
Bible, they do not know what will happen, but
they sense and .talk about a judgment they
fear is not far away. One popular song is
called "Doom's Day." Another one suggests a
- - PAGE SIX-- - - - - - - - - --

meeting in the air with the Lord. The Bibletaught Christian is "Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Savior Jesus Christ" (Titus 2: 13,
cf. 2 Peter 1 :19, 2 Tim. 4:8, I Thess. 1 :10, I
John 3:3).
Never in all church history have so many
things said unitedly that the coming of Christ
is at hand. One thing for sure, we all must
stand before God. That fact alone should turn
us to Christ for salvation. Without Him we are
eternally lost without hope.
Let no one assume. that the Christian should
wait for the fulfillment of predicted signs of
the Lord's return before he begins to live for
God. This is his responsibility whether Christ
comes today or ten years from now. We are to
serve the living God daily and wait for His Son
from heaven.

Let's Chatter

by
Janet Ebel

About a M atter

I have a matter to chatter about, but first let
me ask you a question: Are you using your
mind to its fullest potential? I ask this
because our minds are a precious gift from
God. Ungrateful indeed would be a person
who received a gift from a special friend and
then never used it, but put it in a bottom
drawer somewhere.
Are we grateful to God for our minds? True,
some may have more potential than others,
but we all can use our minds for God's glory.
The Lord has challenged me lately with the
importance of memorizing His Word. Have you
memorized any scripture lately? David wrote in
Psalms, "Thy Word have I hid in my heart,
that I might not sin against thee." In the New
Testament we read: "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable . .. " In
our day, everyone wants to find ways to be
profitable. How exactly will
memorized
scripture profit us? In doctrine, in reproof, in
correction, in righteousness, in maturity.
If God's Word can benefit us that much, we
surely should, as God commands, memorize
it! I know it's difficu It, but let's work on it
together!

- - -- -- - - - -- -- - - -- - - - -
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upon the _ _ __ seat. (Lev. 16:15)
8. One of the two goats used on the Day
of Atonement was let go alive, symbolically bearing the sins of the people,
into the wilderness as a _ _ __
(Lev. 16:10)
9. "By faith Abel offered unto God a more
_ _ _ _ sacrifice
than
Cain".
(Heb. 11 : 4)
10. "For God so _ _ _ _ the world, that
he gave his only begotten son."
(John 3:16)

by
Bob King

To work: fill in the blanks in the figure
below from the verses partially quoted beside
the corresponding number above the figure.
The phrase that will appear in the central
column is an important statement about the
nature of Christ's sacrifice for us. (Central
column = X)
1. On the Day of Atonement the High
Priest (in this case Aaron) would cast
____ on two goats. (Lev. 16:8)
2. When the High Priest came into the
Holy of Holies (within the veil) he
brought _ _ __ to put on the fire.
(Lev. 16: 12, 13)
3. Christ "put away sin by the _ _ _ __
_ _ _ _ _ of himself. (Heb. 9:26)
4. The Day of jAtonement was on the _ _
day of the seventh month. (Lev. 23:27)
5. Christ "was once
to bear the
sins of many". (Heb. 9:28)
6. Christ's sacrifice was necessary because
"without shedding of _ _ ___ is no
remission" (of sins). (Heb. 9:22)
7. The High Priest sprinkled the blood

Looking At
God's Creation
by
Gary Welton

When I arrived in Washington,
D.C., I was lost. I had a map,
but it only helped when I knew
where I was. As I walked around
in circles for an hour, I enjoyed
what I was seeing, but I kept seeing the same
things.
In desperation I decided to head for the
Washington Monument. Perhaps the trip up
the 555 foot monument would be better than
the circles I was making.
From atop the monument my entire
perspective of the city was altered. I could
understand the city better because I could see
much of it at once. My new perspective
enabled me to understand where the buildings
and parks were located.
After this viewing I was able to get around.
Not only did I have a mental outline of the
city, I also had a reference point. From most
places I could look up and see the monument.
From this I could estimate my position.
- -- - - - - - - - - - - --
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We view things differently than
God. "My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways
~ my ways, saith the Lord" (Isaiah
55:8). We often tend to question
the working of God. We may
want to ask, "Why?" But, as
everything in Washington looked
differently when I saw the whole,
so things look differently to God.
He sees the whole. He sees
eternity. Because we do not
understand God's ways and do
not view things from an eternal
perspective, we may be tempted to ask God,
"Why?" But, as the Lord asked Job, "Shall he
that contendeth with the Almighty instruct
him?" (Job 40: 2)
Also, we as finite man need a reference
point. In Washington I used the monument as
my reference point. It served as a point from
which I could compare my location. We as
Christians need a reference point to help us in
our limited perspective. God himself serves as
that reference point. Because he is infinite we
have a reference point for our total lives. As
we face crises in life, and as we face death,
God is our reference point.

- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - PAGE SEVEN--
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life.
John 4: 14
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